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January29, 2003 Pollution Control Board

DorothyGunn,Clerk
Pollution ControlBoard
100 WestRandolphStreet
Suite 11-500
Chicago,IL 60601

RE: NOTICE OF PROVISIONAL VARIANCE APPROVAL
PV-2004-39

DearMs. Gunn:

Pursuantto Subsection37(b)oftheEnvironmentalProtectionAct (415 ILCS 5/37(b)),
attachedis acopyoftheIllinois EPA’srecentapprovalofarequestfor provisional
variancefor theCity ofTrenton. As you know, theBoardmustmaintainforpublic
inspectioncopiesof all provisional variancesfiled with it by the Illinois EPA. Pleasefeel
freeto call meattheabovenumbershouldyouhaveanyquestions.

Sincerely,

ConnieL. Tonsor
‘ssociateCounsel

~sionofLegal Counsel
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ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

January29, 2004

City ofTrenton )
)

Petitioner, )
)

v. )
) IEPA-2004-39

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION )
AGENCY, ) (ProvisionalVariance-Water)

)
Respondent. )

)

Re: ProvisionalVarianceFrom 35 Ill. Adm. Code302.212 for AmmoniaNitrogen,
304.120(c)for CBOD5,and304.120(c)for SuspendedSolids
NPDESPermit# 1L0026701

DearMr. Rodden:

The Agency has completedits technical review of the attachedprovisional variance•
requestsubmittedby theCity of Trentonon January26, 2004. Basedon thereview,the
AgencyGRANTS the requestedprovisionalvariancesubjectto specific conditions set
forth below for aperiodof 16 days.

TheCity ofTrentonhastwo activatedsludgeplants,oneratedat 0.1 million gallonsper
day (“mgd”) andtheotherratedat 0.4 mgd. The City seeksa provisionalvariancefrom
its current NPDES permit (No. 1L026701) limitations for total suspendedsolids
(“TDS”), biological oxygendemand(BOD) and ammonia for its 0.4 mgd extended
aerationactivatedsludgeplant sothat it canrepairthereturnactivatedsludgeline, on its
0.4 mgdplant In orderto makethe repair, the City musttaketheplant temporarily
offline to pump thewaterout ofthe clarifier andpump a portionofthewaterout of the
aerationtank in order to gain accessto the problem line. The pumpedwaterwill be
routedto eitherthe holdingtank, sludgedrying bed and/orinto the 0.1 mgd plant. No
untreatedwaterwill be discharged. The repairsare to be madeon January27 and 28
2004,andit is expectedthat theplantwill bebackin complianceby February11, 2004

TheAgency’sreviewoftherequestedprovisionalvariancehasconcludedthefollowing:

1. Theenvironmentalimpact from theproposedactivity shouldbe minimal;
2. No otherreasonablealternativeappearsavailable;
3. No public watersuppliesshouldbeeffected;
4. No federalregulationswill precludethegrantingofthis request;and



5. TheCity will facean arbitraryandunreasonablehardshipif therequestis
not granted.

The Agency herebyGRANTS the City of Trentona provisionalvariancefrom 35 Ill.
Adm. Code302.212 for ammonianitrogen,from 304.120(c)for CBOD5 and suspended
solids for a period of 16 days beginning January27, 2004, subjectto the following
specificconditions:

A. ‘During thevarianceperiod,theCity’s effluent shallmeetthemonthly
averageconcentrationsof70 mg/i for CBOD5, 70 mg/I for suspended
solidsand12 mg/l for ammonianitrogen.

B. TheCity shallnotify BarbConneroftheAgencyby telephoneat 217/782-
9720whenconstructionstartsandagainwhenconstructionis completed.
Written confirmationof eachnoticeshall be sentwithin five daysto the
following address:

Illinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
Bureauof Water— WaterPollutionControl
Attention: BarbConner
1021NorthGrandAvenueEast,MC #19 -

P.O.Box 19276
Springfield,Illinois 62794-9276

C. The City shallsign acertificateofacceptanceofthis provisionalvariance
andforwardthatcertificateto Barb Connerattheaddressindicatedabove
within tendaysofthedateofthis order. Thecertificationshouldtakethe
following form:

I (We) , herebyacceptand agreeto be
boundby all termsandconditionsoftheprovisionalvariance
grantedby theAgencyin _____________ dated

Petitioner

AuthorizedAgent

Title

Date



D. TheCity shallcontinueto monitor andmaintaincompliancewith all other
parametersandconditionsspecifiedin its NationalPollutantDischarge
EliminationSystemPe1mitNo. 1L0026701.

Sincerely,

Joseph . Svoboda
ChiefLegalCounsel

Enclosure
cc: IPCB, Clerk



6185948217 HMG ENGINEERS PA~ 82
81/26/2804 15:32

HENRY, MEISENHEIMER & GENDE, INC.

1075 LA~ ROAD. P0 SOx 70 HAROLD D. M~ISENHEJM~R

CARLYL~,IWNOrS 62231 GARY R. FULTON

(619) 594.3711 I~AV~DW. RODDEN
FAX (618) 594-8217 SCOTrA. RAKERS

HMG~HMGENGINEERS.CQM BRADLEY G. HUMMERT

January26, 2004

Ms. BarbConner
illinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
BureauofWater
ComplianceAssuranceSection
P.O.Box 19276 MC#19
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276
Fax~(217)557-1407

Re: Trenton, Illinois
NPJDESPemiitNo.1L0026701
ProvisionalVarianceApplication -

DearMs. Conner:

The City ofTrentonhastwo activatedsludgeplants, onebeingrated at 0.1 mgd and theother at 0.4
mgd. As discussedthis samedate,theCityofTrentonis experiencinga problem with the return
activatedsludgeline on the 0.4mgdplant. Thisplant is an extendedaerationactivatedsludgeplant
andthereturnofactivatedsludgeis anessentialcomponentto thisprocess. The CityofTrenton is
currentlyusing a gaspoweredportable pump to return activatedsludge,but thiswill not result in a
consistentlycompliant effluent. The City is requestingaprovisionalvariancesothis plantcanbe
temporarily takenofl-line so repairscan.be madc.

Application for aprovisionalvariancerequiresprovidingspecific informationaslisted in Title 35,
Subtitle A, Chapter II, Part 180.Subpart B, Section180.202B ofthe Illinois Statutes.The
following numberscorrespondto thenumbereditemsin this regulation ofwhich a copy is attached.

1 The City ofTrenton’s current NPDESpermit levelsand11w proposedvariance levels
follows:

Requirement(ppm)
Average Ma,thnu~

Total SuspendedSolids 12 24
BOD 10 20
Ammonia 4 8

2 The City ofTrenton desiresto temporarilytakeoff-line theirexisting0.4 mgd plant to
repairthe return activatedsludgeline. For theCity to fix thissubmergedline theymust

ENGINEERS
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pump thewaterout oftheclarifierandaportionof the-waterout oftheaerationtank
allowing for accessto theproblem line. The exactproblemwill pot beknown until the
wateris pumpedout. The pumpedwaterwill be routedto either theholding tank,sludge
drying bedand/orinto the0.1 rngdplant. No untreatedwaterwill be discharged.11
water will ultimately be treated bythe 0.1 mgdplantor the0.4mgdplantwhenplaced
backin service. Thereis no otherwayto fix the problem line.

The City ofTrenton is a communityof 2,610peopleandt~icallyhavc flows in thc
vicinity of 0.225nigd this time ofyear. If flows exceedtheplants designof 100,000
gpd, andno more cxccssflow capacityis availablein their holding tank, theplant’s
effluent quality could suffer dueto hydraulicoverloading. Thereforea varianceis
sought.

3 The City’s personnelwill havenewpiping, clamps andmiscellaneousrepair itemson-

bandto fix theproblem oncetheplant is taken outofservice.

4 The effluent will be dischargedto thenormalreceivingstream.

5N/A

6 Shuttingthe0.4mgd plant down. maytemporarily resultin higher dischargelevelsof
BOD, Solids and Ammonia than allowed for in the City’s NPDESpermit. No adverse
streamaffectsareexpected.Biologicai activity is very low this timeofyearandthis
streamis not in directcontactwith humansnor is it a direct water source for a public
watersupply.

7 The existingNPDESpermittedeffluent levelsprovideahardship,becauseit doesnot
allow for thisplant to be temporarilytakenout ofservicefor repairs. The problemwill
only worsenwith timeandtheeffluent qualitywill steadilydiminish to a pointwherethe
pennit levelscanno longerbe met.

8 Compliancewith theNPDESpermit will be met withIn 7 daysofth,e repair. The repairs
will be madeon January27 and28of2004. The plant shouldbe back in complianceby
February5, 2004ifnot sooner.

9 Alternate methodsof complianceiuclude:

a~Having thecommunityquit usingthesewersystemwhich is not practicalnor
will it stop the influent andinflows causedby leakysewersto theplant.

b. Continuing to pump the return activatedsludgewith a portable pump. This will
not consistentlyprovide effluent meetingthc NPDESpermit andis not practical.

c. Fix theproblem,by taking theplant temporarilyout ofservice. Barringno
additionalproblems4this shouldresult in long termservicein compliancewith
theNPDES permit.

10 The variance is requestedfrom January27, 2004throughFebruary5,2004.

11 No provisional varianceshavebeengrantedto the City ofTrenton in the last year.
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12 ‘The City is believedto be currently in compliance,but it is becomingmoreandmore
difficult eachdaybecauseofthe deterioratingeffluent qualityfrom theproblem plant.

13 No.

Shouldyou have anyquestionsregardingthesematterspleasecontact meat your convenience.

Verytruly yours,

JIENRY,MEISENBEIMER& GENDE,INC.

F~

~
‘~-Z 2 ~

~ .~ ~
David W. Rodden, FE. ~ \;~! ;

‘~~~•~ ...~ ~.,r

End.
Cc: Chris Port,IEPA Coilmavilie

MargaretConley,Mayor
Pat Bassler
Roger Mauc
File 5038
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HENRY, MEISENHEiMER & GENDE, INC.

1075 LAKE ROAD, PC) 8ox70
CARLYLE. IWNOIS 622a1
(81~)~94-3711
FAX (618) ~948217
HMG@HMGENGINEERS.COM

FAX

one: ~1 2 9 ~
I 40 7Fa~phone: ‘~~~-7Ô5

CC: .

HAROLD D. ME(SENHEIMER
GARy R. FULrON
DAVID W. R000EN
SCoTTA. RAKERS
BRADL,~YG. HtJMMERT

Date; I 24 —

Numberof pagesincludingcoversheet

From: /

P1,onc: 618-594-3711

Fax phone: 618-594-8217

01/26/2004 16:58

ENGINEERS

To: i~~dcJ~~

REMARKS: 0 Urgent 0 Foryourreview

(+~c~Q..

ReplyASAP Pleasecomment

C1,.Lk~(. ~~3~ti

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This facsimik transmissionis intendedonly for the addresseenamedabove. It contains
hltbmlat!onthat is privileged,confidentialor otherwiseprotectedfrom useand disclosure.If you are notthe intendedrecipient,
you arc hereby notified that erty review,disclosure,copyingor disseminationof this transmissionor thetakingof anyactionin
relianceof its contentsor other use is strictly prohibited.If you have received this transmissionin error,pleasenotii~yus by
telephoneImmediatelysothatwe mayarrangefor its remm.Thankyou foryourcooperation.
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1075 LAKE RoAD. P0 BOx 70
CARLYLE. ILLtNOIS 62231
(618)5943711
FAX (618)5~4’8217
HMG~Ht~’GENGtNEER5.COM

6185948217

HENRY, MEISENHEIMER & GENDE, INC.

HAROLD 0. MEISENH~MER
GARY R. FULTON
DAVID W. R000EN

SCOTT A. RA}(ERS

BRADLEY G. }-IUMMERT

January26, 2004

Ms. Barb Conner
Illinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
BureauofWater
ComplianceAssuranceSection
P.O. Box 19276 MC#19
Springfield, Illinois 62794~9276
Fax #(217)557-1407

Rc: Trenton,Illinois
NPDESPermit No. 1L0026701
ProvisionalVarianceApplication - Amended

DearMs. Conner:

As discussedweareamendingitems 1,8 and10 from theprevious letter. This amendmentsets
variance limits andrevisesthe endingdate ofthe varianceto February11,2004to insure adequate
time is availablefor theactivatedsludgeto becomeactive. Pleasereplacethepreviouslynumbered
paragraphswith the following correspondingnumbers:

I The City ofTrenton’s current NPDES permit levelsand theproposedvariancelevels
follows:

TotalSuspendedSolids
BOD
Ammonia

Requirement (ppm)
Averagç Ma~dnunn
12 24
10
4

20
8

VarianceLevels(ppm)
~ximiim
70
70
12

8. The repairs will be madeon January27 and28 of2004. Theplant should be backin
complianceby February11,2004if not sooner.

ENGINEERS

1.0 Thc varianceis requestedfrom January27,2004throughFebruary11,2004.
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Should you haveanyquestionsregardingthesematters pleasecontact inc at your convenience.

Verytrulyyours,

HENRY, ME1SE~HETh,1ER& GENDE,INC.

DavidW. Rodden,P.E.

ChrisPort, JEPACollinsvillc
Margaret Conley,Mayor
PatBassler
RogerMaue
File 5038

End.
Cc:

i~fZ~
p~F~s~I0NAL*

‘:. ~ ENGH’4EER /


